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Tossups 
 
1. In a story by this author, a woman’s search for an heirloom necklace results in a twenty-year journey 
where she meets the ethnologist Gaverel Rocannon. A character created by this author takes a famine-
prevention posting in the Dust after Sabul rejects his work on temporal simultaneity. This author wrote 
about Laia Odo’s philosophy in a novel subtitled “An Ambiguous Utopia.” In a novel by this author, a 
character misunderstands the social code shifgrethor while serving as Envoy in Karhide, where he is viewed 
as a pervert in constant kemmer. (*) Genly Ai tries to convince the genderless Gethenians to join the Ekumen in a 
novel from this author’s Hainish Cycle. For 10 points, name this author of The Left Hand of Darkness, who also 
wrote a fantasy series set in Earthsea. 
ANSWER: Ursula K. Le Guin [or Ursula Kroeber Le Guin] (The story is “Semley’s Necklace” or “The Dowry of 
Angyar.” The novel is The Dispossessed.) 
<WW, American Literature> 
 
2. Rodney sets off a jet of water in one of these places in a sequence from Roy DeCarava and Langston 
Hughes’s photobook The Sweet Flypaper of Life. The artist stands in this sort of place, staring ahead with her 
camera held before her torso, in many of the self-portraits of Vivian Maier, whose work is part of a genre 
named for this sort of place that Bill Cunningham also practiced. One of these places titles a photo in which 
dark rectangles loom above (*) small people with long shadows, the most famous work by Paul Strand. This type 
of place names the photo genre focused on candid depictions of public life. Iain Macmillan took a 1969 photo of one 
of these places near the Apple Records building. For 10 points, name this sort of place that four men walk across on 
that Beatles album cover. 
ANSWER: streets [or roads; accept sidewalks, crosswalks, or curbs; accept in front of shop fronts or store fronts 
but reject “shops” or “stores”; accept Wall Street or Abbey Road; accept zebra crossings; accept street 
photography; prompt on cities or urban environments or equivalents; prompt on crossings] 
<JB, Visual Arts> 
 
3. In a Thai ceremony, people known by the Thai cognate of this non-English word are given eggplant flowers 
and the wai salute. Followed by “Maharaj Ji,” this word was used to refer to the teenager Prem Rawat by the 
Divine Light Mission prior to the disappointing Millennium ’73 festival. The word sat, or “true,” can be 
placed before this word, which denotes people who live at kulam and house shishya during the brahmacharya 

stage. This (*) title, which may mean “dispeller of darkness,” was passed from a man dying of wounds inflicted by 
an assassin to a holy text that begins with the Ik Onkar. This title was held by a man who established the “five K’s” 
for members of the khalsa order. For 10 points, Sikh leaders like Gobind Singh were known by what Sanskrit word 
for “teacher”? 
ANSWER: guru [accept khru, satguru, or gurukulam; prompt on teachers] 
<JB, Religion> 
 
4. Schlesinger’s codiscovery of two reagents that provide this element’s anion deprecated the Bouveault–
Blanc reaction. This element is added to benzyl groups to deprotect alcohols and amines. This is the lightest 
element whose bonds with carbon can donate electron density to adjacent antibonding orbitals. The 
nucleophilic attack of a base displaces this element between carbonyls (“carbon-EELS”) to produce the 
disproportionated (“dis-PROPORTION-ate-d”) products of the (*) Cannizzaro reaction. The BINAP/ruthenium 
catalyst that let Noyori split half of the 2001 Nobel can add this element asymmetrically and is based on Wilkinson’s 



 

catalyst. Moving this element classically interconverts pairs of tautomers. For 10 points, name this element added in 
most reductions, with atomic number 1. 
ANSWER: hydrogen [or H; accept hydride; accept hydrogenation; prompt on proton or prototropy] (Schlesinger 
co-discovered sodium borohydride and lithium aluminum hydride.) 
<JZ, Chemistry> 
 
5. A book that centers on the production of this good evokes the imagery of “a man standing permanently up 
to the neck in water.” The risk-averse nature of pre-colonial peasants who produced this good led to the 
formation of extensive patron-client networks, according to James C. Scott’s Moral Economy of the Peasant. 
The production of this good in the Kyaukse district was the economic foundation during the rule of 
Anawrahta, while the immense wealth generated by this good allowed (*) Suryavarman II to build the temple of 
Angkor Wat. The “Champa” variety of this good was introduced to China as tribute to Emperor Zhēnzōng (“JUN-
dzong”) and kickstarted Sòng China’s population boom. For 10 points, name this staple crop typically grown on 
flooded paddies. 
ANSWER: rice [or Oryza sativa; accept Champa rice] (The initial quote, though used by Scott, is originally from 
R.H. Tawney’s Land and Labor in China.) 
<SL, World History> 
 
6. A book titled for this concept discusses how news media is shaped by five “filters,” including “flak” and 
“fear.” In parliamentary procedure, uncontroversial items can be placed on a “calendar,” or “agenda,” 
named for this concept. A major work of public choice theory by Tullock and Buchanan is titled for the 
“Calculus of” this concept. Walter Lippman’s Public Opinion coined a phrase about the (*) creation of this 
concept, which titles a 1988 book that presents the “propaganda model” of Edward Hermann and Noam Chomsky. 
Political elites are said to “manufacture” this concept, which “the governed” provide as the source of government’s 
“just powers” according to the Declaration of Independence. For 10 points, name this act of voluntarily agreeing to 
something. 
ANSWER: consent [accept consent of the governed; accept the manufacture of consent or Manufacturing Consent; 
The Calculus of Consent; accept consent agenda or consent calendar] 
<JB, Social Science> 
 
7. A modern festival in Ypres celebrating these animals is derived from the medieval tradition of throwing 
them out of the city’s bell tower. Conrad of Marburg’s observations about a cult involving this animal led to 
Pope Gregory IX’s bull Vox in Rama. These animals were often burned alive during celebrations of St. John’s 
Eve in medieval Paris. Apprentice printers in Paris’s Rue Saint-Séverin held a mock trial for these animals 
before (*) hanging them, as described in Robert Darnton’s book titled for a “great massacre” of them. Stories of 
women turning into or talking with these animals are described in the Malleus Maleficarum and The Discovery of 

Witches. For 10 points, the Black Death may have been exacerbated by Europeans’ fondness for killing what rat-
eating domestic animals? 
ANSWER: domestic cats [or felines; or chats or Katzen; or Felis catus; accept The Great Cat Massacre, accept 
Kattenstoet] 
<SL, European History> 
 
8. Yasujiro Ozu’s Late Spring cuts to two of these objects on a beach after lingering on a Coca-Cola sign. 
Ridley Scott’s younger brother uses one of these objects in Scott’s first film, which he reworked into an ad for 
the British bread company Hovis. The protagonist of another film runs into a brothel in search of one of these 
objects, only to be ejected by its hostile members. In a film titled for this sort of object, a restaurant scene (*)  
cuts between a poor father and his son discussing death, and a rich family enjoying their meal. Maria sells her dowry 
bedsheets to the pawn shop to redeem one of these objects for her husband, who, the next day, watches from atop a 
ladder as it is stolen. For 10 points, Vittorio De Sica created a film titled for “thieves” who steal what vehicles? 



 

ANSWER: bicycles [or bikes; accept Boy and Bicycle; accept Bicycle Thieves or Ladri di Biciclette] 
<WJ, Other Arts> 
 
9. One of these devices whose name is prefixed with “SMILE” is used to measure the mass of highly charged 
ions, such as the hydrogen-like calcium+19. A type of these devices used to measure the electron magnetic 
moment relies on a homogeneous magnetic field and a quadrupolar DC field, and was invented by Hans 
Dehmelt. Another type of these devices that works on neutral atoms exploits the (*) Zeeman effect to 
selectively “kick” high-energy particles. Bose–Einstein condensates can be created with those “magneto-optical” 
examples of these devices. A type of these devices used to store antihydrogen was invented by F.M. Penning. For 10 
points, name these devices that confine particles, often by cooling them until their motion is negligible. 
ANSWER: traps [accept Penning traps, (quadrupole) ion traps, magneto-optical traps or molecular/atom traps; 
prompt on MOTs] 
<JF, Physics> 
 
10. This author describes poetry’s entwining of “our voice and the other voice” in a book that characterizes 
American poetic dreams as “attempts to escape from the American nightmare.” This author claims that the 
only great modern poet who does not experience inconformity is Walt Whitman in an essay collection titled 
after Heraclitus’ metaphor for the unity of opposites. This author claims that a title concept is “the 
profoundest fact of the human condition” in an essay that discusses the (*) macho figure as one of the figurative 
“masks” worn by this author’s countrymen. A book-length essay by this author contains the sections “The Sons of 
La Malinche” and “The Day of the Dead.” For 10 points, name this Mexican author of The Bow and the Lyre and 
The Labyrinth of Solitude. 
ANSWER: Octavio Paz [or Octavio Paz Lozano] 
<WW, World Literature> 
 
11. Through the TBK1-mediated phosphorylation of STING and one of these proteins, ectopic activation of 
transposons can exploit the interferon signaling pathway to treat hematological cancers. Some of these 
proteins interact with the tail domain of a large complex that also contains head, middle, and CDK8 modules. 
They’re not histones or RBPs, but a common technique for studying these proteins involves crosslinking 
samples with formaldehyde before shearing the samples with sonication, and is known as (*) ChIP. Specific 
types of these proteins recognize response elements while the “general” form of these proteins is recruited to the 
TATA box and allows RNA polymerase II to bind. For 10 points, name these proteins that bind to enhancers and 
promoters to regulate production of RNA from DNA. 
ANSWER: transcription factors [or TFs; accept coactivators or corepressors; accept interferon regulatory 
factors or IRFs; prompt on DNA-binding proteins] (The first line refers to IRF3.) 
<RC, Biology> 
 
12. “Repeat players” succeed over “one-shotters” in these events according to Marc Galanter’s “Why the 
‘Haves’ Come Out Ahead.” In the first of three rhyming stages that lead to this sort of event, “naming” turns 
an unPIE (“un-pie”) into a PIE (“pie”). George Pring and the sociologist Penelope Canan coined the acronym 
SLAPP for a type of these events that are targeted by “SLAPP-back laws.” The act of deciding where to 
initiate this sort of event is called (*) “forum shopping.” Complaints about the “explosion” of these events in the 
U.S. often cite one involving Stella Liebeck, an elderly woman who received third-degree burns on her lap. These 
events can be avoided by ADR procedures like arbitration. For 10 points, “tort reform” efforts target what general 
type of procedure, such as class actions? 
ANSWER: lawsuits [or litigation; or legal cases; or legal disputes; accept more specific answers that include the 
underlined words; prompt on disputes] 
<JB, Social Science> 
 



 

13. A historical monograph by Russell Meiggs analyzes this material’s production “in the ancient 
Mediterranean world.” Six artifacts made from this material were excavated at Dahshur, with Kamal el-
Mallakh discovering another artifact made from this material in 1954. With bronze, this material was 
required to make the doru and pentekonters. To analyze this material, Flinders Petrie developed an 
archaeological technique called (*) cross-dating. Themistocles imported huge amounts of this material from 
southern Italy and correctly interpreted a cryptic Delphic prophecy to trust in “walls” made of it. According to 
Mesopotamian legend, Enlil tasked the giant Humbaba with guarding this material in modern-day Lebanon. For 10 
points, name this material used to build triremes. 
ANSWER: wood [or timber or lumber or trees; accept cedar, ash, cornel, or other specific types of wood; accept 
tree-rings; accept wooden walls; accept Trees and Timber in the Ancient Mediterranean World] 
<SH, Other History> 
 
14. In a memoir, this author recounts falling asleep in the arms of a butler and missing his stop on a trip to 
ask a school friend to act as a loan guarantor. An essay by this author claims that understanding is the 
“meanest faculty in the human mind, and the most to be distrusted.” That essay describes this author’s 
“great perplexity” at a feeling produced by the title action after a murderer is “transfigured” and forgets “he 
was born of woman.” This author discusses killings by John Williams in an essay that considers (*) murder “as 
one of the fine arts.” This author walks on Oxford Street with the prostitute Ann in an autobiography that describes 
stomach pains that cause him to use the title substance. For 10 points, “On the Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth” is 
by what author of Confessions of an English Opium Eater? 
ANSWER: Thomas De Quincey [or Thomas Penson De Quincey] 
<RC, British Literature> 
 
15. These things name a website run by Stuart Rojstaczer, who monitored these things after his career at 
Duke University. Linda Nilson has advocated for a “specifications” form of producing these things, which 
relies in part on allowing the choice of a “bundle” to complete. In Punished by Rewards, Alfie Kohn argues 
these things are “powerful demotivators,” and suggests making only two values of these things possible. In 
2020, an (*) Ofqual-produced algorithm for generating these things in the UK was criticized for hurting 
disadvantaged teenagers. On a GCSE, an A* (“A-star”) is the highest possible one of these things, which when 
norm-referenced are colloquially said to be “on a curve.” For 10 points, name these measures of students’ 
educational achievement that have been subject to namesake “inflation.” 
ANSWER: grades [accept grade inflation; accept gradeinflation.com; accept specifications grading or specs 
grading; accept test grades or test scores or test results or test ratings or similar descriptions; accept marks; 
accept other answers that clearly refer to grading] 
<EK, CE/Geo/Other> 
 
16. This thinker claimed to see “another universe” upon reading an essay prompt asking whether culture 
leads to “the purification of morals.” This thinker’s story of hunters who defect to pursue a hare inspired 
Brian Skyrms’s “stag hunt” game. This thinker accused David Hume of plotting against him while Hume 
sheltered him during the fallout over one of his books, which notes that those who “refuse” to join the “whole 
body” will be “forced to be free.” This thinker defined (*) amour-propre and amour de soi in a book that traces 
civil society to the first man who “enclosed a piece of ground” and declared, “This is mine.” This thinker theorized 
the “general will” in a book that claims man is “everywhere… in chains.” For 10 points, name this author of 
Discourse on Inequality and The Social Contract. 
ANSWER: Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
<JB, Philosophy> 
 
17. In a novel from this country, Ari returns to his hometown to find the fishing lifestyles of his grandfather’s 
generation replaced by a modernizing American military presence. Another novel from this country follows 



 

an orphan who attempts to leave behind his grandfather’s background as a fisherman and is inspired by a 
mysterious celebrity opera singer. An author from this country depicted sheep farmers being exploited by the 
sheriff Jón (“YOAN”), whose granddaughter (*) Ásta (“OW-stah”) is adopted by the protagonist. That novel set 
in this country follows the farm Summerhouses and its owner Bjartur (“BYAHR-ter”). The Fish Can Sing and 
Independent People were written by Halldór Laxness in, for 10 points, what island country whose storytelling 
traditions trace back to Snorri Sturluson’s Prose Edda and Old Norse sagas? 
ANSWER: Iceland [or Ísland] (The novel in the first line is fish have no feet by Jón Kalman Stefánsson.) 
<ASub, European Literature> 
 
18. This scientist reframed Solomonoff’s theory of algorithmic probability in terms of a function that 
minimizes the length of a representation. The transition matrix between any two states of a discrete Markov 
chain equals the product of its component steps by a result of Chapman and this scientist. In the continuous 
case, that equation reduces to this scientist’s forward and backward equations. The maximum difference 
between empirical data and a reference distribution is a statistic named for this scientist and (*) Smirnov. The 
sample space has measure one and contains all possible events per this scientist’s namesake axioms. For 10 points, 
name this Soviet founder of modern probability theory. 
ANSWER: Andrey Kolmogorov [or Andrey Nikolaevich Kolmogorov; accept Kolmogorov–Solomonof 
complexity, Chapman–Kolmogorov equation, Kolmogorov–Smirnov test, or Kolmogorov axioms; prompt on K–S 
test] 
<JF, Other Science> 
 
19. This man was told, “I can do nothing for you” by Martin Van Buren, leading him to publish a pamphlet 
decrying Van Buren’s “priest-craft.” A recent book by Spencer W. McBride evaluates this man’s presidential 
campaign, which called for replacing prisons with “seminaries of learning.” This man supposedly prophesied 
that the Constitution would be saved by a “White Horse” and created a Council of Fifty before his 1844 (*) 
assassination. This man, whose followers in Kirtland were targeted by an 1838 “extermination order” of Missouri 
governor Lilburn Boggs, was killed in jail by a mob with his brother Hyrum in Carthage, Illinois. The Expositor’s 
printing press was destroyed for accusing this mayor of Nauvoo of polygamy. For 10 points, name this founder of 
the Mormon Church. 
ANSWER: Joseph Smith [or Joseph Smith Jr.; accept Joseph Smith for President] (The third line refers to the 
White Horse Prophecy. Smith ran in the presidential election of 1844.) 
<JI, American History> 
 
20. A song about this musician describes “dangerous clowns balancing dreadful and wonderful perceptions.” 
In her cover of a standard [emphasize] about this musician, Joni Mitchell sings that “the bandstands had a 
thousand ways of refusing a Black man admission.” This musician is said to have “left town” in the title of a 
Wayne Shorter piece composed for Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers. Seamus Blake performs a virtuosic 
minute-long cadenza at the start of a (*) “Big Band” arrangement of a standard about this musician that, like 
“Fables of Faubus,” was originally released on the album Mingus Ah Um. This saxophonist, whose “hipster” style 
led him to coin many new phrases and nicknames, was honored posthumously by Charles Mingus’s standard 
“Goodbye Pork Pie Hat.” For 10 points, name this tenor saxophonist who was nicknamed “Prez.” 
ANSWER: Lester Young [or Lester Willis Young; prompt on Prez or the President of Jazz until “Prez”] 
<WJ, Auditory Arts> 
  



 

Bonuses 
 
1. A group of prisoners that included Georges Darboy was offered in exchange for freeing this man. For 10 points 
each: 
[10h] Name this radical 19th-century French socialist. His namesake theory advocated for revolution to be carried 
out by a small group that would establish a transitional dictatorship. 
ANSWER: Louis Auguste Blanqui [accept Blanquism] 
[10e] Blanqui was elected honorary president of a short-lived government in this city. Louise Michel, the “Red 
Virgin of Montmartre,” was part of the feminist movement that arose during that 1871 “Commune” in this city. 
ANSWER: Paris [accept Paris Commune] 
[10m] Louise Michel’s anarcho-feminist philosophy heavily influenced this Lithuanian-American activist, who 
founded the journal Mother Earth. This woman conspired to assassinate Henry Clay Frick with Alexander Berkman. 
ANSWER: Emma Goldman 
<SL, European History> 
 
2. The prophet of this faith declared himself “He whom God shall make manifest.” For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name this religion founded in fulfillment of a prophecy made by an earlier messenger in his work the Bayán. 
ANSWER: Baha’i faith 
[10h] This book by the founder of Baha’i, Baha’u’llah, is a collection of 153 aphorisms in Arabic and Persian, many 
beginning “O Son of Spirit.” 
ANSWER: The Hidden Words [or Kalimát-i-Maknúnih] 
[10e] The Hidden Words were originally titled The Book of [this person], after a tradition among some Shi’a 
Muslims that this daughter of Muhammad and wife of Ali had a book revealed to her after Muhammad’s death. 
ANSWER: Fatima [accept The Book of Fatima or Muṣḥaf Fāṭimah] 
<AD, Religion> 
 
3. At the end of a novel, a woman feels a stream of bubbles against her face after she opens the mouth of the corpse 
of this character’s tongueless servant while she is underwater. For 10 points each: 
[10e] Name this character whom Susan Barton meets along with his servant Friday in a J. M. Coetzee novel titled 
for his creator, Daniel Defoe. 
ANSWER: Robinson Crusoe [or Robinson Crusoe] (The novel is Foe.) 
[10m] Mrs. Cunningham is compared to the title feature in this author’s story “Friday’s Footprint.” In both this 
author's short story “Six Feet of the Country” and her novel about Mehring, a corpse turns up on the narrator’s farm. 
ANSWER: Nadine Gordimer (The novel is The Conservationist.) 
[10h] In this author’s “The Wind and a Boy,” Friedman’s grandmother makes up a story for him in which Crusoe 
hunts an elephant. This author wrote a novel in which Makhaya Maseko settles down in a village in Botswana. 
ANSWER: Bessie Head [or Bessie Amelia Emery Head] (The novel is When Rain Clouds Gather.) 
<CM, World Literature> 
 
4. A thinker from this country distinguished the “field of consciousness” from the deeper fields of “nihility” and 
“emptiness.” For 10 points each: 
[10m] The author of Religion and Nothingness was part of a “school” from what country? This country’s aesthetic 
philosophy includes a concept translated as “pathos of things,” which refers to an awareness of impermanence. 
ANSWER: Japan [or Nippon or Nihon] (The school is the Kyoto school. The term is mono no aware.) 
[10e] That author, Keiji Nishitani, wrote about the “standpoint” of this school of Buddhism, whose philosophers 
have often discussed mu, or nothingness. D. T. Suzuki popularized this school’s style of meditation in the West. 
ANSWER: Zen Buddhism [or Chán Buddhism] 
[10h] Nishitani’s thought influenced the Varela et al. book that introduced a theory of “mind” described by this 
adjective. George Lakoff advanced his theory of this type of “cognition” in Philosophy in the Flesh. 



 

ANSWER: embodied [accept the embodied mind or embodied cognition] 
<JB, Philosophy> 
 
5. Gas stations between Marrakech and Fès attract foodies from around the globe with their rows of these traditional 
stews slow-cooking on charcoal braziers called majmars. For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name this type of stew that is slow-cooked in an eponymous terracotta pot known for its colorful, conical lid. 
ANSWER: tagine [or tajine or ṭažin] 
[10e] Traditional dishes of the Amazigh, or Berber, peoples include tagine and merguez, a type of this food, whose 
other forms include kiełbasa and chorizo. 
ANSWER: sausage [prompt on cured meats or smoked meats] 
[10h] Another Amazigh dish, rfissa, is a stew made of msemmen bread, chicken, and lentils that is flavored with the 
seeds of this plant. The leaves of this plant are used with potato to make aloo methi in the Indian subcontinent. 
ANSWER: fenugreek [or vendayam; or Trigonella foenum-graecum; reject “fennel”] 
<ASub, CE/Geo/Other> 
 
6. This event was chronicled in the diary of the actor La Grange and may have led to the theater superstition that 
wearing green is bad luck. For 10 points each: 
[10h] Name this event. While discussing this event as a hypothetical, a character in a play says that it will “teach [a 
certain person] to laugh at us doctors” before trying to take a medicine prescribed by Mr. Purgon. 
ANSWER: Molière’s death [or Jean-Baptiste Poquelin’s death; accept any answers that indicate the death of 
Molière from tuberculosis] 
[10e] Molière ironically passed away a few hours after performing in this play as Argan, who threatens to shut his 
daughter Angélique away in a convent and thinks he is chronically ill.  
ANSWER: The Imaginary Invalid [or Le malade imaginaire or The Hypochondriac] 
[10m] Argan fakes his death to trick a person of this type before pulling the same trick on Angélique and Cléante. 
Arnolphe resolves to marry his ward Agnes in another Molière play titled for these people. 
ANSWER: his wife [accept The School for Wives or L'école des femmes; prompt on women] 
<RC, European Literature> 
 
7. Answer the following about solving Laplace’s equation, for 10 points each. 
[10e] Laplace’s equation is typically easier to solve than the more general Poisson’s equation, since it corresponds to 
the charge density having this value. This is the charge density of free space. 
ANSWER: zero 
[10m] The solution is unique when these constraints are sufficiently provided. The Cauchy type of these constraints 
is a combination of the Dirichlet and Neumann types. 
ANSWER: boundary conditions [accept boundary value problems] 
[10h] In spherical coordinates, the solution will likely involve Legendre polynomials, which can be generated using 
a handy closed form expression named after this mathematician. Four parameters named after Euler and this man 
were a precursor to quaternions. 
ANSWER: Olinde Rodrigues [or Benjamin Olinde Rodrigues; accept Rodrigues formula; accept Euler–Rodrigues 
formula or Euler–Rodrigues parameters] 
<KY, Physics> 
 
8. After this man’s death, his severed head was used as a prop in a court performance of Euripides’s Bacchae. For 
10 points each: 
[10e] Name this ultra-wealthy Roman, a member of the First Triumvirate alongside Caesar and Pompey. This man 
was killed after his loss to the Parthians at Carrhae, where his troops lost their legionary aquilae, or standards. 
ANSWER: Marcus Licinius Crassus [or Marcus Licinius Crassus Triumvir] 



 

[10m] More than a decade later, the forces of this man—under his general Oppius Statianus—lost two aquilae 
during a Parthian assault on their baggage train. Soon after, this third husband of Fulvia tried to hand over Roman 
possessions in Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt to his lover’s children in a set of so-called “Donations.” 
ANSWER: Mark Antony [or Marcus Antonius] (The “donations” were the Donations of Alexandria.) 
[10h] The return of the aquilae lost by either Crassus or Antony is depicted on the breastplate of a statue of 
Augustus uncovered in this Roman suburb, where the villa of Augustus’s wife Livia Drusilla was excavated. 
ANSWER: Prima Porta [accept Augustus of Prima Porta] 
<MK, Other History> 
 
9. Answer the following about winners of the Pulitzer Prize for Music, for 10 points each. 
[10h] This a cappella piece composed by Caroline Shaw won the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for Music. This piece, which 
begins with the performers repeating directions like “to the side” and “and around,” consists of four movements 
named for Baroque dances. 
ANSWER: Partita for 8 Voices 

[10e] The first non-classical or jazz composition to win the Pulitzer was this 2017 album by Kendrick Lamar. This 
album features tracks such as “HUMBLE.” and was preceded by To Pimp a Butterfly and good kid, m.A.A.d city. 
ANSWER: DAMN. 

[10m] This musician is the current artistic director of Jazz at Lincoln Center and won the 1997 Pulitzer Prize for his 
oratorio Blood on the Fields. This musician also won a Grammy Award for his recording of Joseph Haydn’s 
Trumpet Concerto. 
ANSWER: Wynton Marsalis [or Wynton Learson Marsalis] 
<SL, Auditory Arts> 
 
10. In early 2021, the lab of Yu and Xu reported that amines could catalyze these reactions. For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name this class of reaction key to modern organic chemistry due to its ability to create carbon-carbon bonds. 
These reactions share steps of oxidative addition, transmetallation, and reductive elimination. 
ANSWER: cross-coupling reactions [or hetero-coupling reactions; accept, but DO NOT OTHERWISE REVEAL, 
palladium-catalyzed cross-coupling reactions; prompt on coupling reactions; reject “homo-coupling reactions”] 
[10e] The proposed catalyst would have replaced this expensive metal. Heck, Negishi, and Suzuki split the Nobel 
for developing cross-coupling catalyzed by this platinum-group element. 
ANSWER: palladium [or Pd; accept palladium-catalyzed cross-coupling reactions] 
[10h] The paper was later retracted, as palladium had snuck into the reaction in a complex with these ligands. These 
reductive ligands are the typical “pincer” of pincer ligands and are relatively resistant to pyramidal inversion. 
ANSWER: organophosphines [accept triphenylphosphines] 
<KW, Chemistry> 
 
11. The “language nest” method of immersion emerged from efforts to revitalize this language in the 1980s. For 10 
points each: 
[10e] Name this indigenous language of New Zealand, whose native speakers call it Te Reo (“teh RAY-oh”). 
ANSWER: Māori [or te reo Māori] 
[10h] Māori’s pronouns mātou and tātou exemplify this distinction, in which the word for “we” varies by whether or 
not the addressee is in the group “we” refers to. For example, the creole Tok Pisin adapted the English phrases “me 
fellow” and “you me fellow” into pronouns that differ in this property. 
ANSWER: clusivity [or exclusivity; or inclusivity; accept the inclusive we or the exclusive we; prompt on word 
forms such as inclusion or inclusiveness] 
[10m] Māori’s personal pronouns feature three types of this grammatical feature. In English, cartoon birds called 
“wugs” can be used to test children’s acquisition of general rules of this grammatical feature. 
ANSWER: grammatical number [accept pluralization or plurality; prompt on singular or dual] (Māori has a dual 
number, used for referring to exactly two of something.) 



 

<JI, Social Science> 
 
12. A girl in this novel has a peculiar gait because of a weak left hip and a face that “overflows with kindness” 
whenever she smiles. For 10 points each: 
[10h] Name this novel in which an Artificial Friend destroys the pollution-spewing Cootings Machine in an attempt 
to obtain “special nourishment” to heal Josie. 
ANSWER: Klara and the Sun 
[10m] Klara and the Sun author Kazuo Ishiguro first ventured into science fiction with Never Let Me Go, a novel 
about clones created for this purpose. Clones “complete” after performing this action three or four times. 
ANSWER: organ donation [accept answers indicating they give up organs; prompt on donating any specific 
organs, such as donating kidneys, by asking “can you be less specific?”] 
[10e] Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day centers on Stevens, who worked in this profession under Lord Darlington. 
P. G. Wodehouse created another character with this profession named Jeeves. 
ANSWER: butler [accept valet or manservant; prompt on servant] 
<RC, British Literature> 
 
13. These two minerals traded dominance of the seas each time the Earth transitioned from greenhouse to icehouse, 
or vice versa. For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name these two isoforms of calcium carbonate that are both commonly produced by oceanic organisms. At 
atmospheric pressure one of these minerals will slowly convert to the other, which is much more stable. 
ANSWER: aragonite AND calcite [prompt on limestone] 
[10h] Calcite seas are also distinguished from aragonite seas by lower levels of this element, which inhibits calcite 
growth. This element is the second most abundant cation in sea water and is five times more abundant than calcium. 
ANSWER: magnesium [or Mg] 
[10e] Oceanic magnesium levels are tied to the sites of this process, with slow centers able to provide magnesium to 
large volumes of overlying water. This process generates new oceanic crust at mid-ocean ridges. 
ANSWER: seafloor spreading [accept spreading centers; prompt on plate tectonics] 
<KW, Other Science> 
 
14. In 1917, Father Edward J. Flanagan founded the model Boys Town orphanage in this city, whose Depression-era 
slaughterhouses were chronicled in Tillie Olsen’s Yonnondio. For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name this city where Czechs settled Little Bohemia and Danes founded the Danish Brotherhood. The iconic 
photo Into the Jaws of Death depicts the 1st Infantry Division wading toward a location codenamed for this city. 
ANSWER: Omaha, Nebraska [accept Omaha Beach; accept North Omaha] (The photograph is from D-Day.) 
[10h] This man’s mother Louise was a Grenadian immigrant to Omaha. The Dead Are Arising is a recent biography 
of this man, who had same-sex relationships according to Manning Marable’s A Life of Reinvention. 
ANSWER: Malcolm X [or Malcolm Little; or Malik el-Shabazz] 
[10e] Malcolm X’s family left Omaha due to threats against Earl and Louise’s work with the UNIA founded by this 
Jamaican-born activist, who chartered the Black Star Line and preached Pan-Africanism in Costa Rica and Harlem. 
ANSWER: Marcus Garvey [or Marcus Mosiah Garvey Sr.] 
<NJ, American History> 
 
15. An artist with this surname created an assemblage that features a plumb bob, watch gear, strings, and a 
watercolor background, called A Menaced Male and Female. For 10 points: 
[10e] Give this surname shared by Suzanne and her brother, who created works such as Fountain and Nude 

Descending a Staircase, No. 2. 

ANSWER: Duchamp [accept Marcel Duchamp or Henri-Robert-Marcel Duchamp; accept Suzanne Duchamp or 
Suzanne Duchamp-Crotti] 



 

[10m] A letter from Marcel to Suzanne may suggest that Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven created Duchamp’s 
Fountain, the most famous example of this specific type of work. Give either the English or French term. 
ANSWER: readymade [accept found objects or objets trouvés] 
[10h] This artist created montages of magazine cutouts and photos of artifacts for the series From an Ethnographic 

Museum. She also created the quasi-automotive photomontage The Beautiful Girl. 
ANSWER: Hannah Höch [or Anna Therese Johanne Höch] 
<AK, Visual Arts> 
 
16. Lorna Simpson’s photograph Waterbearer is paired with an excerpt from this writer that says, “She saw him 
disappear by the river. They asked her to tell what happened, only to discount her memory.” For 10 points each: 
[10e] Name this poet who described being transported to America as a slave in “On Being Brought from Africa to 
America.” 
ANSWER: Phillis Wheatley [or Phillis Wheatley Peters] 
[10m] In Robert Hayden’s poem “A Letter from Phillis Wheatley,” a boy asks Wheatley if she works in this job. 
Tom Dacre works in this job in a poem whose speaker is sold before he can cry “‘weep! ‘weep! ‘weep!” 
ANSWER: chimney-sweeper [or equivalents like sweeping chimneys] (The second poem is by William Blake.) 
[10h] This poet’s “Lament and Praise Song” envisions Wheatley “on the streets of Cambridge, / in her heroic 
couplets.” This poet contemplates the names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in the poem “Facing It.” 
ANSWER: Yusef Komunyakaa [prompt on James William Brown] 
<CM, American Literature> 
 
17. Answer the following about interactions between the immune system and tumors, for 10 points each. 
[10e] There are CD4+ and CD8+ subtypes of these immune cells, which orchestrate the adaptive immune response 
against tumor cells. These cells that develop in the thymus can be helper or cytotoxic in nature. 
ANSWER: T cells [accept helper T cells or cytotoxic T cells] 
[10h] These immune cells deplete T cells of nutrients, thereby making the tumor microenvironment “cold” and 
preventing a strong immune response to cancers. The name of these cells reflects their origin from a cell lineage that 
includes granulocytes, monocytes, and megakaryocytes.  
ANSWER: MDSCs [or myeloid-derived suppressor cells] 
[10m] Some immunotherapeutics like pembrolizumab target receptors on tumors, such as PD-1, that are known by 
this term. Activation of Akt/PKB suppresses a stage of the cell cycle known by this word. 
ANSWER: checkpoints [accept immune checkpoints or (immune) checkpoint inhibitors; accept cell cycle 
checkpoints] 
<MP, Biology> 
 
18. Four brothers from this family established its “four houses”—the Northern, Southern, Ceremonial, and Capital—
only to all die in the same year from smallpox. For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name this family that established a semi-hereditary claim on the positions of sesshō and kampaku after the 
8th century, allowing their patriarchs to exercise imperial authority by marrying their daughters to the emperor. 
ANSWER: Fujiwara clan [or Fujiwara-uji or Fujiwara-shi] 
[10e] The Fujiwara acted as the power behind the throne for much of this period of Japanese history between the 8th 
and 12th centuries. This period, which followed the Nara period, is renowned for the development of Japanese 
script. 
ANSWER: Heian period [or Heian jidai] 
[10h] The Heian-era emperor Go-Sanjō contributed to the decline of the Fujiwara through reforms aimed at these 
estates that formed the base of their power. These large, usually tax-exempt estates impeded centralized authority in 
Japan until the Sengoku period.  
ANSWER: shōen 
<DC, World History> 



 

 
19. This golden age director’s distinctive landscape shots were partly due to the work of cinematographer Gregg 
Toland. For 10 points each: 
[10m] Name this director. In 1940, he partnered with Toland for The Long Voyage Home, an adaptation of three 
Eugene O’Neill plays, and an adaptation of The Grapes of Wrath. 
ANSWER: John Ford [or John Martin Feeney or Sean Aloysius O’Feeney] 
[10e] The next year, Toland partnered with Orson Welles on this 1941 film, which follows the story of a journalist 
trying to figure out the identity of the sled Rosebud.  
ANSWER: Citizen Kane 
[10h] Toland’s work on The Long Voyage Home and Citizen Kane was notable for pioneering this cinematographic 
technique, which keeps the foreground, middle ground and background all clearly visible. A specific two-word term 
is required. 
ANSWER: deep focus cinematography 
<JI, Other Arts> 
 
20. Carvings on Hatshepsut’s Red Chapel indicate it housed the userhat carried during this festival. For 10 points 
each: 
[10h] Name this festival linked to the authority of New Kingdom pharaohs. A barque was carried down the Avenue 
of Sphinxes in early iterations of this festival, which eventually spanned nearly its entire namesake month. 
ANSWER: Opet Festival [or beautiful feast of Opet or heb nefer en Ipet; prompt on Paophi] 
[10m] Though the exact route varied throughout its history, the Opet procession invariably began at this Theban 
complex before moving to Luxor. This complex was the center of worship for the triad of Amun, Mut, and Khonsu. 
ANSWER: Karnak [or Karnak Temple Complex] 
[10e] The victory of Theban forces over the Hyksos made Amun the most important deity, culminating in his 
syncretization with this sun god. 
ANSWER: Ra [or Re; accept Amun-Ra or Amun-Re] 
<DC, Mythology> 
 
 


